
 
Aircraft Cabin Wood Finish Polishing 

 

Sofema Aviation Services (SAS) www.sassofia.com considers best practices and techniques to ensure the 
correct maintenance of wooden finish within the cabin. 

Introduction 

Aircraft wood finishes require a unique set of techniques and understanding to maintain and restore. 
Aircraft cabins, particularly in luxury and private jets, typically feature wood finishes that add to the 
aesthetic appeal and comfort of the flying experience. Maintaining these finishes is not just about 
appearance; it's also about safety, longevity, and the overall integrity of the aircraft's interior. 

       Polishing the wood in an aircraft cabin is essential not only for aesthetic reasons but also to 
maintain the integrity and longevity of the wood. Given the unique environment of an aircraft, 
where changes in pressure and humidity are frequent, the wood needs special care. 

       polishing the wood in an aircraft cabin requires a combination of the right techniques, tools, 
and products. 

       Regular maintenance ensures that the wood remains in top condition, providing both 
functionality and aesthetic appeal. 

Important Note 

Aircraft cabin wood finish polishing is a blend of art and science. It requires a deep understanding of the 
materials, the challenges posed by the unique aircraft environment, and the techniques to ensure a 
beautiful, safe, and long-lasting finish. 

       Proper maintenance not only enhances the flying experience but also safeguards the 
aircraft's value and integrity. 

Understanding Wood Types and Properties.              

       Mahogany: Known for its reddish-brown color and straight grain. It's durable and has a 
classic look. 

       Walnut: A dark, rich wood that's often used for its sophisticated appearance. 

       Cherry: Has a warm, reddish tint and is known for its smooth grain. 

       Maple: Light-colored with a subtle grain pattern. It's often used for its bright and clean 
appearance. 

       Teak: Known for its high oil content, teak is durable and resistant to moisture. 

       Oak: A hard, durable wood with a pronounced grain pattern. 

Wood is a natural material, and its properties can vary significantly based on the species of tree it comes 
from, as well as the conditions under which that tree grew. 

       Hardness: Some woods are hard (like oak and maple), while others are soft (like pine). Hard 
woods tend to be more durable but can also be more challenging to work with. 

       Grain Pattern: The grain pattern refers to the alignment, texture, and look of the wood 
fibers. Some woods have a straight grain, while others can be wavy or interlocked. 
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       Color: Woods can range in color from light (like pine or maple) to dark (like walnut or 
mahogany) 

       Stability: Some woods are more prone to warping or shrinking/expanding with changes in 
humidity. 

       Density: This refers to the weight of the wood. Denser woods are typically harder and more 
durable. 

       Workability: Some woods are easier to cut, shape, and finish than others. 

       Natural Oils: Some woods, like teak, have natural oils that can affect the finishing process. 

o   It's essential to ensure the surface is clean and free from excess oil before applying 
any finish. 

The Importance of Wood Finish Polishing 

       A well-maintained wood finish enhances the overall look of the aircraft's interior, reflecting 
a sense of luxury and attention to detail. 

       Durability: Proper maintenance can extend the life of the wood finishes, protecting the 
investment and reducing the need for costly replacements. 

Unique Challenges in Aircraft Wood Polishing 

       Aircraft cabins experience varying temperatures and pressures, which can affect wood 
finishes. The dry environment can lead to wood contraction, while humidity can cause 
expansion. 

       The constant use of the cabin, coupled with the vibrations during flights, can lead to faster 
wear of the wood finishes. 

       The confined spaces in aircraft cabins can make it challenging to access all areas that need 
polishing. 

Aircraft Cabin Wood Polishing Techniques and Tools 

Preparation: Before polishing, the wood surface should be clean and free from any dust, dirt, or grease. 

       Cleaning: Use a soft cloth or sponge with a mild detergent to clean the wood. 

o   Ensure that the detergent doesn't have any harsh chemicals that might damage the 
wood. 

       Sanding: If the wood is scratched or has an old layer of polish, it might need light sanding. 
o   Use fine-grit sandpaper (220-grit or higher) to sand the wood gently. 
o   Always sand in the direction of the wood grain to avoid scratches. 

       Choosing the Right Polish (Given the specific conditions in an aircraft, it's crucial to choose a 
polish that can handle changes in humidity and pressure.) 

o   Oil-based Polishes: These are suitable for most wood types and provide a natural 
shine. However, they might need frequent reapplication. 

o   Wax-based Polishes: These provide a protective layer on the wood, making it 
resistant to moisture. They are ideal for aircraft cabins. 

o   Polyurethane-based Polishes: These offer a hard and durable finish, making them 
suitable for high-traffic areas. 



 
Polishing Tools: 

       Cloths: Soft, lint-free cloths are essential for applying and buffing polish. Microfiber cloths 
are particularly effective. 

       Brushes: These are useful for applying polish in detailed or hard-to-reach areas. 

       Electric Buffers: For larger areas, an electric buffer can provide a consistent and smooth 
finish. Ensure that the buffer pad is clean and appropriate for wood surfaces. 

Polishing Technique: 

Application: Apply the polish in a thin, even layer. 

       It's better to apply multiple thin layers than one thick layer. (This ensures even absorption 
and a consistent shine.) 

       After allowing the polish to dry (as per manufacturer's instructions), buff the surface using a 
soft cloth or electric buffer. (This enhances the shine and smoothness of the wood.) 

Important Note - Direction: Always work in the direction of the wood grain. This prevents any streaks or 
scratches that might occur if you work against the grain. 

Cabin Wood Maintenance: 

       Regular Cleaning using a soft cloth to wipe down the wood surfaces regularly. This prevents 
the accumulation of dust and maintains the shine. 

       Re-polishing: Depending on the type of polish used and the wear and tear, re-polish the 
wood every few months or as needed. 

Safety and Personal Protection Considerations 

       Ventilation - Ensure that the aircraft cabin is well-ventilated when polishing. Some polishes 
can emit fumes that are harmful when inhaled. 

       Wear gloves to protect your hands and safety glasses if there's a risk of splashing. 

       Ensure that the polishing process does not introduce any flammable materials or 
compromise the cabin's fire safety standards. 

       Those responsible for polishing should be well-versed in the safety protocols, ensuring that 
the cabin remains a safe environment for all. 

Wood Polishing Best Practices 

       Not all polishes are suitable for aircraft wood finishes. It's essential to select a polish that 
can withstand the unique conditions of flight and not degrade the wood or its protective 
coating. 

       Hand vs. Machine Polishing - While machines can offer a consistent finish, there are areas in 
an aircraft cabin that may require the precision of hand polishing. 

       Depending on the usage and type of wood, a regular polishing schedule should be 
established. 

       For frequently used aircraft, a monthly check might be appropriate, with more in-depth 
polishing every quarter. 



 

       Especially in an environment like an aircraft cabin where humidity and pressure can change, 
it's crucial to seal the wood properly. This can be done using a sanding sealer before applying 
the final finish. 

       UV Protection: Aircraft cabins can be exposed to a lot of sunlight, which can fade and 
damage wood over time. Using finishes that have UV protectants can help preserve the wood's 
color and integrity. 

       Polishing: High-gloss finishes are often desired in luxury aircraft cabins. This requires 
multiple coats of a high-quality finish, sanding between coats, and buffing to a high shine. 
  

Next Steps 

Please see the following training course https://sassofia.com/course/aircraft-servicing-cleaning-and-
detailing-2-day/ for questions or comments please email team@sassofia.com 
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