
 

How Sofema Aviation Services (SAS) Supports Organizations in Regaining 
Regulatory Approval to Operate in Europe 

Sofema Aviation Services (SAS) www.sassofia.com commenced operations in 2008, 
behind Sofema is over 50 Years of Aviation Experience. With a fulltime staff of 25 and 
availability of 30 training consultant (subject matter experts) Sofema is well placed to: 

       To help you to navigate regulatory environment. 

       To perform in-depth gap analysis of your current systems and processes 

       To support your organisation to build a resilient Safety & Compliance System 

       To support you to develop robust process & procedures 

       To guide through the necessary steps to regain approval 

Introduction 

Sofema Aviation Services (SAS) is a trusted partner for organizations seeking to regain 
regulatory approval to operate in Europe. With extensive expertise in aviation safety, 
training, and consultancy, SAS provides tailored solutions to address deficiencies, 
enhance operational standards, and achieve sustainable compliance. 

Visit www.sassofia.com for more information or to discuss your specific requirements. 

Airlines banned under the EU Air Safety List often face complex challenges stemming 
from safety non-compliance, inadequate oversight, or operational deficiencies. 

About Sofema Aviation Services 

Sofema Aviation Services (SAS) is a leading provider of aviation training and 
consultancy, specializing in 

       Assisting airlines, maintenance organizations, and Civil Aviation Authorities 
(CAAs) in addressing deficiencies that prevent them from operating in European 
airspace. 

       SAS leverages its expertise in ICAO, EASA, and FAA frameworks to support 
organizations in regaining their operational privileges. 

Typical Reasons Airlines Are Banned from Flying into Europe Airspace Include: 

       Safety Non-Compliance - Failure to meet ICAO safety standards for aircraft 
maintenance, operations, and crew training. 

  
       Inadequate Oversight by Civil Aviation Authorities (CAAs) - Weak 
enforcement mechanisms or lack of alignment with ICAO Standards and 
Recommended Practices (SARPs). 

  
       History of Accidents or Incidents - Recurring operational deficiencies, safety 
violations, or systemic management failures. 
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 Poor Maintenance Practices - Use of uncertified spare parts, irregular 
inspections, or insufficient documentation. 

 Failures in EU Ramp Inspections (SAFA) Persistent deficiencies identified during 
inspections under the Safety Assessment of Foreign Aircraft (SAFA) program. 

 Non-Cooperation with EU Regulatory Oversight Resistance to corrective actions 
or lack of transparency during assessments. 

 Recurring safety violations due to systemic weaknesses in SMS or operational 
procedures. 

 Lack of corrective measures for past incidents. 

How Sofema Aviation Services (SAS) Supports Organisations - Addresses Key 
Challenges. 

Typical Safety Non-Compliance - Challenges: 

 Substandard Safety Management Systems (SMS). 

 Insufficient training for operational and maintenance personnel. 

 Inadequate emergency response and procedural adherence. 

SAS Solutions - Tailored Training Programs: 

 SMS implementation training aligned with EASA Part 19 and ICAO standards. 

 Emergency Response and Crisis Management training. 

 Crew Resource Management (CRM) workshops to improve team performance. 

Operational Gap Analysis: 

 Identifying non-conformities and offering actionable recommendations to meet 
compliance requirements. 

 Support for Safety Culture Development by helping organizations embed safety 
as a fundamental value across all levels of operation. 

Inadequate Oversight by Civil Aviation Authorities - Challenges: 

 Limited resources for inspections and audits. 

 Outdated regulatory frameworks. 

SAS Solutions - Regulatory Framework Alignment: 

 Guidance for CAAs in updating national regulations to meet ICAO SARPs and 
EASA requirements. 



 

 Inspector Competency Training - Training CAA personnel in conducting effective 
audits, inspections, and ramp checks. 

 State Safety Program (SSP) Implementation - 

 Supporting CAAs in meeting ICAO requirements for SSPs, ensuring robust 
oversight capabilities. 

 Workshops & Training for Root Cause Analysis - Detailed investigations into 
incidents and development of comprehensive corrective action plans. 

 Operational Procedures Training - Enhancing SOPs to address weaknesses 
identified in accident investigations. 

 Enhanced Safety Management Systems (SMS) by Implementing or refining SMS 
frameworks to ensure proactive hazard identification and risk mitigation. 

Aircraft Maintenance Practice Considerations - Challenges & Issues 

 Use of counterfeit spare parts or irregular maintenance schedules. 

 Substandard facilities or unqualified maintenance personnel. 

SAS Solutions - Maintenance Program Development: 

 Assistance in creating schedules compliant with OEM recommendations and 
ICAO/EASA standards. 

 Facility Audits and optimized process & procedures 

 Evaluating tools, equipment, and personnel qualifications to identify gaps and 
improve processes. 

Failures in EU Ramp Inspections (SAFA) -  Systemic operational lapses identified 
during inspections. 

SAS Solutions - SAFA Preparation Training: 

 Equipping organizations with the knowledge to meet SAFA inspection 
requirements. 

 Conducting trial assessments to identify potential deficiencies and prepare for 
official ramp checks. 

Limited Cooperation with EU Regulatory Oversight - Resistance to audits and lack 
of engagement with regulators. 

SAS Solutions – Support to Improve Stakeholder Engagement: 

       Acting as an intermediary between organizations and regulatory bodies to 
foster transparency and trust. 



 

o   Ongoing Compliance Monitoring  - Ensuring organizations adhere to 
corrective action plans and maintain compliance through regular follow-
ups. 

General Recommendations 

       Invest in Training - Regular training for pilots, maintenance staff, and 
operational teams to ensure alignment with global standards. 

       Strengthen Safety Culture - Encourage open reporting of safety concerns to 
foster transparency and continuous improvement. 

       Enhance Supply Chain Management - Ensure procurement of certified spare 
parts through reputable suppliers. 

Next Steps 

Regaining regulatory approval to operate in Europe is a complex and challenging 
process that demands expertise, commitment, and a strategic approach. 

Sofema Aviation Services (SAS) stands as a reliable partner, offering a comprehensive 
range of solutions tailored to address organizational deficiencies and ensure 
sustainable compliance with ICAO, EASA, and FAA standards. 

With a proven track record, deep industry knowledge, and access to a network of 
subject matter experts, SAS is uniquely positioned to guide your organization through 
every step of the process. 

Do not let regulatory barriers hold back your operations. Partner with SAS to navigate 
the path to compliance with confidence and precision. 

Visit www.sassofia.com today to explore our services or connect with us to discuss your 
specific needs. Together, we can build a stronger, safer, and more resilient aviation 
future for your organization. Email team@sassofia.com 
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