
team@sassofia.com 

www.sofemaaviation.com 

 

 
 

 

 

Technical Briefing: Strategic Asset Management & Regulatory Compliance in 
Modern Aircraft Leasing 

 
Executive Summary: The Contemporary Commercial Leasing Landscape & 
FAQ 

The global commercial aviation sector is experiencing a profound paradigm shift in 
asset management. Currently, operating leases account for approximately 50% of 
the active global commercial passenger fleet. This deep structural integration 
coincides with an unprecedented systemic imbalance: robust, post-pandemic 
passenger demand is colliding directly with acute Original Equipment Manufacturer 
(OEM) supply chain disruptions, MRO capacity constraints, and raw material 
bottlenecks. 

Consequently, operators are forced to aggressively extend the operational life cycles 
of their mid-life and legacy assets. In this environment, asset value insulation is no 
longer dictated solely by physical block hour maintenance; it is driven by the 
absolute integrity of historical documentation. Legally and operationally, an aircraft 
exists as a dual-element asset consisting of the physical airframe and its continuous 
airworthiness tracking records. Gaps or systemic flaws in historical documentation 
can legally invalidate an asset's Certificate of Airworthiness (CofA), exposing 
operators and lessors to immediate regulatory grounding actions and profound 
capital erosion. 

EASA and Transatlantic Regulatory Evolutions 

Efficient cross-border asset mobility relies on navigating the regulatory friction points 
where international airworthiness jurisdictions meet. Recent structural overhauls by 
major civil aviation authorities aim to move away from purely administrative oversight 
and instead adopt high-level, risk-based safety frameworks. 

1. Devolved ARC Privileges via Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 
2026/100 

A major regulatory milestone is the implementation of Commission Implementing 
Regulation (EU) 2026/100. Under this updated framework, approved Continuing 
Airworthiness Management Organisations (CAMOs) and Combined Airworthiness 
Organisations (CAOs) have been granted expanded privileges to directly issue 
Airworthiness Review Certificates (ARCs). 

This systemic shift removes the traditional requirement for a mandatory National 
Competent Authority (NCA) clerical recommendation. By devolving this authority to 
qualified organizations, regulators have reshaped the compliance landscape: 

 NCAs are repositioned from routine processing to high-level, risk-based safety 
oversight. 

 CAMOs bear increased systemic liability, requiring meticulous internal 
auditing protocols and flawless technical record keeping to preserve their 
approval status. 
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2. Standardization of Authorized Release Certificates: EASA Form 1 (Issue 3) 

EASA has introduced Issue 3 of the EASA Form 1 to simplify administrative data 
transfers. This iteration specifically introduces conforming provisions that allow 
Combined Airworthiness Organisations (CAOs) operating within non-complex, non-
commercial environments to seamlessly generate release documentation. Crucially 
for technical records specialists, Issue 3 standardizes Certificate of Release to 
Service (CRS) nomenclature and updates block instructions (specifically Blocks 11, 
12, and 14a) to explicitly account for Part-CAO frameworks, minimizing 
administrative friction during asset redeliveries. 

3. Bilateral Maintenance Annex Guidance (MAG) and Mutual Recognition 
Agreements 

Transatlantic and cross-border lease transitions remain highly sensitive to tracking 
form execution. For US-European asset handbacks, dual-release certifications 
executed on FAA Form 8130-3 require explicit cross-referencing statements within 
Block 12. The certifying facility must have valid, concurrent FAA and EASA Part-145 
approvals to certify that the maintenance meets the requirements of both 
jurisdictions under the applicable Maintenance Annex Guidance (MAG). 

Conversely, the EASA-TCCA mutual acceptance agreement has eliminated 
redundant administrative steps for component maintenance between Europe and 
Canada. Under these bilateral updates, Approved Maintenance Organizations 
(AMOs) handling components, engines, or propellers no longer need to print cross-
border approval numbers in Block 12 of the EASA Form 1 or TCCA Form One, as 
the forms are now fully mutually recognized. 

Transactional Risk Mitigation and Operational Engineering Challenges 

Lease redeliveries represent the single highest concentration of financial risk across 
an aircraft’s operational lifecycle. Disorganized, reactive technical transitions cause 
severe budget overruns due to extended technical record defects, extended storage 
rates, and unbudgeted component replacements. 

Asset Classification 
Average Disorganized Transition Financial 
Penalty 

Narrowbody 
Aircraft 

$2.0 Million USD 

Widebody Aircraft $4.5 Million USD 

 

Primary Technical Vulnerabilities 

 Back-to-Birth (BTB) LLP Traceability: Lessors mandate absolute, 
uninterrupted historical tracking for all life-limited parts (LLPs) and major 
rotable components. Due to current supply chain bottlenecks, operators  
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frequently source second-hand LLPs to rebuild engine packs. If these second-
hand components lack a complete documentation trail or omit a formal Non-
Incident/Accident Statement (NIAS) from the previous operator, the entire 
assembly may be rejected during lessors' audits, blocking the redelivery 
timeline. 

 Structural Repair Documentation and "Dirty Fingerprints": Permanent 
structural repairs performed outside the standard Structural Repair Manual 
(SRM) require formal engineering data approved by an EASA Part 21 Design 
Organisation Approval (DOA) holder, an FAA Organization Designation 
Authorization (ODA), or the Type Certificate Holder (TCH). Missing original 
technical work packages—referred to as "dirty fingerprints"—will cause audit 
failures during redelivery. 

 Data Architecture Fragmentation: Although digital archiving is widespread, 
the industry still lacks a universally enforced, standardized scanning format. 
Records are often trapped in proprietary airline MRO databases that are 
completely incompatible with the incoming lessee's enterprise systems. This 
requires manual data restructuring, introducing transcription risks and 
delaying handbacks. 

Transition Optimization and Asset Preservation Best Practices 

To mitigate multimillion-dollar transition liabilities, operators must move away from 
reactive record gathering and implement a workflow focused on continuous asset 
preservation. 

 Advanced Transition Planning Windows: Operators must initiate technical 
record staging and structural data reviews at least 15 months prior to a 
narrowbody handback. For widebody aircraft—especially those bound by 
complex lease covenants—the advanced planning window must be extended 
to between 18 and 24 months. 

 Dedicated Resource Allocation: Managing a first-lease transition for a 
standard narrowbody asset requires a minimum allocation of 120 man-days 
strictly focused on technical records auditing, configuration reconciliation, and 
compliance verification. Widebody assets frequently require more than double 
this resource commitment. 

 Centralized Project Governance: Operators must appoint a dedicated 
Transition Manager to act as the sole technical interface with the lessor. This 
manager is responsible for resolving contractual ambiguities—such as 
defining what constitutes "reasonable wear and tear"—long before the aircraft 
enters its final heavy maintenance input. 

 Rigorous Engine Package Staging: Complete, audit-ready engine packages 
must be compiled well ahead of schedule. These packages must include 
verified LLP status sheets, full shop visit mini-packs, historical 
installation/removal records, recent high-power test runs (or on-wing power 
assurance metrics), and comprehensive borescope inspection videos. 
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Digital Security Frameworks and Information Security Regulations 

Airworthiness data architecture must now comply with strict information security 
regulations, notably the EASA Part-IS framework. Operators, CAMOs, and Part-145 
MRO providers are legally required to establish robust digital controls to protect 
safety-critical airworthiness data from corruption, unauthorized alteration, or cyber 
threats. 

The industry is moving toward secure, cloud-based, API-connected platforms that 
standardize information exchanges using unified global templates, such as the IATA 
electronic records standard. Replacing legacy, siloed software with secure digital 
ledgers helps organizations minimize redelivery friction, protect asset residual 
values, and ensure verifiable regulatory compliance across international jurisdictions. 

Industry Expert Technical FAQ: Advanced Aircraft Lease & Technical Records 
Management 

Q1: Under Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2026/100, how has the 
legal liability of a CAMO shifted regarding the issuance of an Airworthiness 
Review Certificate (ARC)? 

A: Regulation (EU) 2026/100 grants approved CAMOs and CAOs the authority to 
issue ARCs directly, removing the traditional requirement for a National Competent 
Authority (NCA) recommendation. This changes the legal landscape: the CAMO 
assumes full corporate and technical liability for the airworthiness review process. 
The NCA's role shifts from a routine clerical approver to an auditing body focused on 
high-level, risk-based safety oversight. Consequently, any record gap found during 
subsequent authority audits directly threatens the CAMO’s organizational approval 
status. 

Q2: What are the primary structural differences in technical record compliance 
requirements between an EASA Part-M CAMO and an EASA Part-145 AMO? 

A: Part-M CAMO requirements focus on the continuous management of the aircraft’s 
airworthiness status, including tracking Airworthiness Directives (ADs), Service 
Bulletins (SBs), life-limited parts, and managing the Approved Maintenance 
Programme (AMP). EASA Part-145 Approved Maintenance Organisation (AMO) 
requirements, however, focus on the physical performance and execution of 
maintenance tasks, ensuring all actions are performed to approved data standards 
and certified via a Certificate of Release to Service (CRS). The Part-145 AMO must 
transfer all continuing airworthiness records to the CAMO within 30 days of task 
completion. 

Q3: What specific administrative change differentiates EASA Form 1 Issue 3 
from its Issue 2 predecessor, and what was the regulatory driver? 

A: The primary change is the updated footer, which reads "EASA Form 1 — 
MF/CAO/145 Issue 3". This reflects the introduction of instructions for the Combined 
Airworthiness Organisation (CAO) framework. Issue 3 updates the instructions for 
Blocks 11, 12, and 14a to allow CAOs to release components for non-complex, non-
commercial aircraft, and standardizes the use of the "CRS" abbreviation for 
Certificate of Release to Service. 
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Q4: If an operator cannot produce original "dirty fingerprint" task cards for a 
structural modification, why will a lessor reject a secondary computer-
generated compliance report? 

A: Computer-generated compliance sheets are considered secondary metrics and 
lack the legal standing of the original sign-off. Original work packages containing the 
"dirty fingerprints" provide the definitive audit trail of the technicians who performed 
the work and the certifying staff who issued the release. Without these original 
documents, a lessor cannot verify that a repair or modification was executed exactly 
to the approved engineering data, which can complicate subsequent asset 
transitions. 

Q5: How does the July 2024 amendment to the EASA-TCCA Maintenance 
Annex Guidance (MAG) impact technical records for component maintenance? 

A: The amendment established mutual recognition for component maintenance 
releases between EASA and TCCA. Approved Maintenance Organizations (AMOs) 
releasing components, engines, or propellers under this agreement are no longer 
required to print cross-border approval numbers in Block 12 of an EASA Form 1 or 
TCCA Form One. This updates cross-border component shipping by accepting 
standard form validation without redundant bilateral tracking numbers. 

Q6: What represents the minimum human resource commitment required to 
successfully manage a narrowbody commercial aircraft lease transition? 

A: A standard narrowbody asset transition requires a minimum of 120 man-days 
dedicated strictly to technical records auditing, historical scanning validation, and 
configuration reconciliation. This baseline assumes a clean, first-lease handback; 
assets with complex maintenance histories or disorganized data structures can 
require more than double this resource allocation to avoid redelivery delays. 

Q7: Why does a standard domestic FAA Form 8130-3 fail to meet EASA import 
criteria, and what specific steps must a US repair station take to satisfy an 
EASA-bound lessee? 

A: A domestic FAA Form 8130-3 only certifies compliance with US Federal Aviation 
Regulations (14 CFR Part 43). To satisfy EASA import requirements, the repair 
station must hold a concurrent EASA Part-145 approval and issue a dual-release 
certificate. This requires checking both boxes in Block 14a and inserting the 
mandatory MAG statement in Block 12, certifying that the work was performed in 
accordance with EASA Part-145 under a specific approval number. 

Q8: Under FAR Part 21 Subpart L, what prevents an FAA Form 8130-3 marked 
as "USED" in Block 11 from being accepted as an export certificate for a 
component bound for the European Union? 

A: The European Union does not accept an FAA Form 8130-3 marked as "USED" 
under export certification protocols. For pre-owned or maintained components, 
EASA requires an approval for return-to-service release issued by an FAA-approved 
repair station that also holds a valid EASA Part-145 rating. Export airworthiness 
approvals under Subpart L apply to new production parts, whereas maintained 
components must follow the return-to-service criteria defined in the FAA-EASA MAG. 
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Q9: What precise documentation must be compiled to establish an audit-ready 
technical package for a leased commercial engine? 

A: An engine package must include a verified Back-to-Birth (BTB) traceability file for 
all Life Limited Parts (LLPs), full shop visit mini-packs, complete installation and 
removal histories, and an updated AD compliance ledger supported by original work 
packages. Additionally, it must contain the latest engine high-power test run or on-
wing power assurance reports, recent borescope inspection videos, an accessory 
QEC inventory, an active list of open OEM concessions, and a signed Non-
Incident/Accident Statement (NIAS). 

Q10: How does a lack of standardization in scanning configurations introduce 
financial and operational risks during an airline MRO database migration? 

A: Because there is no universal industry scanning standard, airlines often index 
records using proprietary MRO database schemas. If these scanned data packages 
are completely dependent on internal software architectures, the records cannot be 
easily transferred to an incoming lessee’s platform. This fragmentation often forces 
teams to manually restructure data or re-scan entire work packages, leading to 
redelivery delays and extended storage fees. 

Q11: What is the technical distinction between an FAA Parts Manufacturer 
Approval (PMA) and an EASA European Part Approval (EPA)? 

A: An FAA PMA is a combined design and production approval that allows 
independent manufacturers to produce and sell replacement parts. EASA’s 
framework separates these functions: design must be approved via a Part 21 
Subpart J Design Organisation Approval (DOA), while production must be executed 
by a Part 21 Subpart G Production Organisation Approval (POA). The EPA marking 
was introduced by EASA in 2004 to identify any part or appliance designed by an 
entity other than the original Type Certificate Holder (TCH), providing an audit trail 
for maintenance tracking and safety investigations. 

Q12: Under what specific conditions does EASA permit the installation of an 
FAA PMA part on an EU-registered, leased commercial aircraft? 

A: Per ED Decision 2007/003/C, an FAA PMA part is accepted by EASA if it is 
explicitly verified as a "non-critical component". Block 12 of the accompanying FAA 
Form 8130-3 must state: "This PMA part is not a critical component". Alternatively, it 
is accepted if produced under a formal licensing agreement with the Type Certificate 
Holder (certified in Block 12), or if it has received explicit design validation via an 
EASA Supplemental Type Certificate (STC). 

Q13: Why are simple digital archives insufficient to comply with the newly 
mandated EASA Part-IS information security frameworks? 

A: EASA Part-IS frameworks require proactive information security management 
systems rather than simple digital storage. Organizations must implement digital 
controls, continuous threat monitoring, and data integrity verification protocols to 
protect safety-critical airworthiness records from unauthorized access or alteration. 
Standard backup routines must be enhanced with secure access logs, role-based 
security settings, and off-site storage configurations. 
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Q14: What is the regulatory definition of a "critical component" regarding 
airworthiness limitations, and how does it affect technical record auditing? 

A: A critical component is an item identified by the design approval holder during 
validation for which a replacement time, inspection interval, or related mandatory 
procedure is specified within the Airworthiness Limitations Section (ALS) or 
Certification Maintenance Requirements (CMR). For technical record audits, critical 
components require absolute Back-to-Birth tracking sheets. Any gaps in their 
historical documentation can ground the asset by invalidating its airworthiness 
status. 

Q15: How can an operator validate a foreign FAA Supplemental Type 
Certificate (STC) for use within EASA jurisdiction if the change was performed 
prior to September 28, 2003? 

A: Any STC approved or validated by an EASA member state national aviation 
authority prior to September 28, 2003, is grandfathered under Regulation (EC) No 
1702/2003 Article 2a. However, because EASA does not maintain a complete 
centralized repository of these legacy local approvals, the operator must often 
contact the STC holder directly to retrieve historical validation certificates to support 
lessors' and regulators' audits. 

Q16: Under what conditions may an EASA member state aircraft operator 
apply for validation of an FAA STC limited to a single aircraft serial number? 

A: Operators may apply via EASA Form FO.CERT.00134 for single-serial-number 
validation on fixed-wing assets if the FAA STC has an established operational history 
with no known airworthiness issues, is classified as a "Basic" modification under the 
EASA-FAA Technical Implementation Procedures (TIP), and the STC holder is 
unable or unwilling to seek full EASA validation. This fast-track process generates a 
non-transferable validation limited to that specific airframe. 

Q17: What specific administrative entry must be made on a newly generated 
EASA Form 1 if an error is discovered by an end-user on a previously released 
certificate? 

A: The originator must issue a new form with a unique tracking number, signature, 
and current date. Block 12 must contain the mandatory text: “This Certificate corrects 
the error(s) in block(s) [enter corrected blocks] of the Certificate [enter original 
tracking number] dated [enter original issuance date] and does not cover 
conformity/condition/release to service”. Both certificates must be permanently 
retained together. 

Q18: Within an Airbus design framework, what distinguishes a Repair Design 
Approval Sheet (RDAS/RAS) from a Technical Adaptation (TA)? 

A: A Repair Design Approval Sheet (RDAS/RAS) is dedicated specifically to 
structural damage under EASA Part 21 Subpart M, focusing primarily on ATA 
structural chapters 52 through 57 and structural interfaces like flight controls. A 
Technical Adaptation (TA) handles non-structural system adaptations or variations. 
An RDAS/RAS provides structural engineering data under a DOA privilege, whereas 
TAs manage operational deviations within systems configurations. 
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Q19: Why are "Soft Bulletins" issued against commercial aircraft engines 
considered a latent risk for airlines approaching a lease redelivery window? 

A: Soft Bulletins are Vendor Service Bulletins (VSBs) or SBs that are typically 
deferred until the engine enters an off-wing shop visit. While an operator can defer 
these modifications during routine operations, lease return conditions often mandate 
that engines be returned with specific technical baselines or clear of outstanding 
service notifications. Deferring these tasks can lead to significant unbudgeted shop 
costs at redelivery. 

Q20: What is the contractual and operational risk of including ambiguous 
clauses like "reasonable wear and tear" in a lease agreement’s return 
conditions? 

A: "Reasonable wear and tear" is highly subjective and open to interpretation. During 
lessors' audits, what an airline considers standard operational wear may be 
classified by a lessor inspector as a technical defect. This lack of clarity can cause 
structural repair audit failures and extended disputes. Operators must use advanced 
planning windows (12 to 15 months out) to meet with lessors, clarify these terms, 
and convert them into measurable technical criteria before heavy maintenance 
begins. 
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